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Hattie’s Voice 
Lyme’s Silver-Toned Celebrity and Her Family Drama 

 
“Her many engagements in the concert field took her 
into nearly every state in the Union, and it is safe to say 
that she was the most popular and successful soprano 
singer who ever resided in Boston…and at the present 
time is one of our most successful teachers of young lady 
students in the art of singing.” (The Folio, Journal of 

Music, Drama, and Literature, Vol. 34,1889) 
 

 erhaps Lyme’s most famous daughter of the 19th 

century was Mrs. J.H. Long, a Boston-based singer 

of great acclaim and an equally successful voice teacher.  

Who was this silver-toned celebrity? She began life as 

Hattie Bond, a second generation Lyme citizen.   

 Parents Aurelia and Thomas Bond were married in 

February 1827 by Lyme Congregational Church 

minister Rev. Erdix Tenney. Aurelia was the daughter of 

Betsy (Gilbert) and Deacon Adolphus Dimick, whose 

brick homestead sits at the bend of Pinnacle Road above 

the four corners.  The Bonds were known as a musical 

couple. Their first daughter, Aurelia E., was born in late 

1827 and Hattie C. came along in 1829 (some sources say 

1830).  Their brother Thomas was born in 1834.   

 Ten years later the family moved to Nashua, where 

teen-aged Hattie began drawing attention as a choir 

singer, probably at the Lowell Street Methodist Church.  

She was soon studying voice in Boston and singing at the 

Trinity Episcopal Church where, according to “New 

Hampshire Women: A Collection of Historical and 

Biographical Sketches” (1895), she held the prestigious 

position of soprano section leader for 14 years.    

 Meanwhile Hattie’s sister, Aurelia, married a young 

man from Lyme, Elam Gilbert, and returned there to 

start her own family.  Elam was a harness maker, and 

two mid-1850s homes are associated with his name: that 

housing the Mascoma Savings Bank and the first house 

east of the Lyme Inn on the Dorchester Road. 

 In 1850 Harriet Bond married Joseph Haskell Long.  

Perhaps they met at Boston’s Handel and Haydn Society 

where he was a member and officer (1852-1854), and 

she was a featured soloist.  Charles Callahan Perkins, 

author of “History of the Handel and Haydn Society,” 

reports that Mrs. Long was a beloved soprano soloist and 

performed during the group’s 41st through 47th seasons.  

He was effusive in his praise:  

“… high praise was awarded to Mrs. Long in the great 
soprano arias…” 

[Handel’s Messiah] 

The parts of Adam 
and Eve were 
sustained by Dr. 
Guilmette and Mrs. 
J.H. Long; the latter 
fell easily and 
gracefully into the 
quiet rapture of 
Eve’s liquid melody. 
[Haydn’s Creation] 

 Perkins 

reported that Mrs. 

Long made a great 

impression on the 

audience at the 

December 29, 1861, 

performance of 

Handel’s Messiah.  

He praised her 
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