
The Lyme Historians 
Collection Policy: Deaccessions 

Overview 
To effectively manage and maintain the collection, the Historians may find it necessary to transfer 

ownership or discard inappropriate, duplicate, and extraneous objects.  Objects are defined as 

deaccessioned when they are removed permanently from the collection.  Objects in the collection will 

be retained permanently if they continue to be relevant and useful to the Historians’ purposes and 

activities and if they can be properly stored, preserved/conserved and used.  Although anyone can 

recommend an object for deaccession, it is the responsibility of the Collection Committee to review and 

decide what items are to be deaccessioned and how.  A list of items to be deaccessioned and proposed 

disposal method will be provided by the Committee to the Board prior to the next Board meeting for 

review.  Unless action is taken otherwise at the meeting, Board approval will be assumed and the 

Committee will be free to act on its recommendations following the meeting.  Some specific reasons for 

deaccession include: 

 The object is no longer relevant and useful to the purposes and activities of the Historians; 

 The object is duplicated in the collection and the similar object is of superior quality and/or 

provenance; 

 The Historians can no longer maintain and preserve the object; 

 The object has deteriorated beyond usefulness, cannot be repaired or exhibited and is not 

suitable for educational purposes. 

Review and Approval 
The Collection Committee reviews the recommendations for deaccession and gives final approval.  

Before disposing of any object from the collection, the Historians will make reasonable efforts to 

ascertain that it is free to do so.  A photograph of the object and an adequate record of the conditions 

and circumstances under which the object is deaccessioned and disposed of are made and retained as 

part of the collection records. 

Disposal of Deaccessioned Objects 
The Collection Committee disposes of deaccessioned objects according to its best judgment, whether by 

public sale, auction, consignment, trade, return to the donor, or discarding.  Consideration will be given 

to placing the deaccessioned objects through gift, exchange or sale with another tax-exempt public 

institution. 

Limitations 
Items that are deaccessioned are not to be sold, given or otherwise transferred to a member of the 

Board, an employee or a volunteer, without first offering it for sale to the general public. 
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